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Water Governance key to sustainable cities

Source : OECD (2016) Water Governance in Cities, OECD Publishing, Paris

SDG 11 “ Making Cities inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable

SDG 6 “Ensure access to water and sanitation for all”



A Survey across 48 Cities



Key Factors affecting urban water governance

Source : OECD 2016 ,“Water Governance in Cities”
(48 respondents/water departments, top 5 ranking out of 65 words)



Multi-level governance gaps: 

Capacity and Funding gaps

Lack of 
knowledge on 

water 
40%

Poor planning 
40%

Difficulties in 
doing ex ante 

evaluation 
44%

Difficulties in 
doing monitoring 

and ex post 
evaluation 

50%

Lack of staff and 
managerial 
capacities 

65%
Golden rule when 

borrowing from 
commercial 

sources 
23%

Limited 
decentralisation of 
fiscal power and 

taxation 
29%

Difficulties in 
mobilising private 
sector financial 

contribution 33%

Lack of financial 
guarantees for the 

city to borrow 
38%

Lack of multi-
annual strategic 
plans and multi-
annual budgets 

38%

Difficulties in 
collecting tariffs 

and charges from 
water 
46%

Weak 
prioritisation of 

investment 48%

Affordability 
constraints 

requiring tariff 
adjustments 54%

Difficulties in 
raising tariffs for 
water services

69%

FundingCapacity

Source : OECD (2016) Water Governance in  Cities, OECD Publishing, Paris



Policy Responses : The 3Ps co-ordination framework

Source : OECD (2016) Water Governance in  Cities, OECD Publishing, Paris



Next steps : implementation  of the 
OECD Principles on Water Governance at city 
level 

Endorsed by OECD’s 34 Member States at the 
Ministerial Council Meeting on 4 June 2015



Report and 48 city  profiles available
at: 
http://www.oecd.org/fr/publications/
water-governance-in-cities-
9789264251090-en.htm

Read the report on line!

http://www.oecd.org/fr/publications/water-governance-in-cities-9789264251090-en.htm
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