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This research aims to investigate the water and land 
nexus in the Nile Basin. More precisely it seeks to 
understand how the current surge in land acquisitions 
and investments by foreign countries, sovereign 
wealth funds and private corporations, as well as 
domestic investors, will affect transboundary water 
interaction in the region. 

Will the hydropolitical landscape in the Nile Basin be 
affected by investments in land for food, biofuel and 
cash-crops production undertaken mainly in upstream 
countries but also Sudan? 

Will this trend impact effective cooperation and joint 
management of the river Nile? 

What role could there be for regional bodies? 

Could they be involved in the approval of land 
acquisitions or is this purely a concern for sovereign 
countries?
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Preliminary results (although published book):

• (Political implications of) no conclusions?

• The agricultural question and size of 
investments

• How may it affect transboundary water 
interaction in the region?

2016-08-29 Nordiska Afrikainstitutet 6



2016-08-29 The Nordic Africa Institute 7

(Political implications of) no conclusions?

• The premises for the future is largely shaped now?
• Complexity and lack of overview creates political space for 

manoeuvring and massive investments in water-infrastructures



The agricultural question and size of investments
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Target country Intended deals 

(hectare)

Closed deals 

(hectare)

Number of 

closed deals

Major crops Major investor country

Egypt 53,752 119,552 6 Rice, wheat & fodder crops United Arab Emirates, Saudi Arabia

Ethiopia 2, 304,446 1,237,396 69 Cotton, sugar cane, jatropha & various 

cereals

Saudi Arabia, India, Ethiopia, US

South Sudan 2,629,000 1,642,584 11 Various cereals & teak US, Egypt

Sudan 2,198,842 1,297,529 19 Wheat, maize, sunflower & sugar cane Egypt, South Korea, Qatar

Uganda 940,363 38,415 6 Wheat & sugar cane Egypt

Total 8,126,403 4,335,476 111

Source: Land Matrix, 2014; Deng, 2011; Bossio, 2012; Lavers 2012a, 2012b; Olanya, 2014; Lofty Hanna in chapter 7 

in this volume; Wondwosen in chapter 9 this volume.



Egyptian land deals between 2008-2013 in Ethiopia, Sudan, South Sudan and Uganda.

Investor Target country/location Intended deals 

(hectare)

Closed deals (hectare)

Citadel Capital Sudan 136,080

Citadel Capital South Sudan 105,000

Government Sudan 420,000 210,000

Government Uganda 800,000

Government South Sudan 16,800

Government Ethiopia (Located outside the Nile 

Basin in the Afar region)

22,000

Total size 1,236,800 473,080
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How may it affect transboundary 
water interaction in the region?

• Increased complexity

• Absence of a clear water hegemon

• Different layers of actors

• Food security

• Age of water insecurity


