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Solving the Plastic Waste 

Crisis in Urban Waterways

BMZ, Ellen MacArthur Foundation, GIZ, ISWA, KfW, UNESCO 

World Water Week, 29 August 2017, 14.00-15.30, Stockholm
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Topic

8/29/2017

• How to reduce the input of plastic waste into urban canals, rivers and 

the ocean?

Households with no 

waste collection service
Informal / illegal dumping 

close to the water

Diaper in urban canal
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Agenda

8/29/2017

• 14:00 – 15:00 Inputs / presentations

• Franz-Birger Marré, BMZ – opening remarks

• Dr Sarantuyaa Zandaryaa, UNESCO

• Dr Costas Velis, ISWA

• Klaus Gihr, KfW

• Dr Mats Linder, Ellen MacArthur Foundation

• Dale Walker, Ellen MacArthur Foundation

• 15:00 – 15:25 Interactive discussion with panel and audience

Plastic waste 

in coastal environment
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“Microplastics in freshwater environments 

– An issue of emerging concern” 

Dr Sarantuyaa Zandaryaa,

UNESCO
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“Can sound waste and resources 

management prevent marine litter?” 

Dr Costas Velis,

ISWA
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“Strengthening integrated waste 

management in cities to reduce waste 

leakage into waterways” 

Klaus Gihr,

KfW Development Bank



Seite 37

“Moving towards a New Plastics Economy 

– upstream solutions against plastic 

leakage into waterways” 

Dr Mats Linder, 

Ellen MacArthur Foundation
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“Urban Biocycles – wastewater valorization 

in a circular economy” 

Dale Walker, Ellen MacArthur 

Foundation / World Eonomic Forum
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Which synergies of collaboration exist between 

the water, sanitation, waste and packaging 

sectors to create a system that keeps plastics in 

the economy and out of waterways and the sea?

Discussion
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Als bundeseigenes Unternehmen unterstützt die 

GIZ die Bundesregierung bei der Erreichung ihrer 

Ziele auf dem Gebiet der internationalen 

Zusammenarbeit für eine nachhaltige Entwicklung.
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