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Green infrastructure as 
place-based stewardship 

“It’s really about aloha aina…. It’s love for the land that then takes care of you. It’s the 

reciprocal relationship.”
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An exciting time - the water sector embraces 
green infrastructure

Bennett and Ruef

2016, State of 

Investment in 

Watershed Services, 

Forest 

Trends/Ecosystem 
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Green infrastructure addresses multiple objectives 

Bennett and Ruef 2016, State of Investment in Watershed Services, 

Forest Trends/Ecosystem Marketplace

Bremer et al. 2016,  Ecosystem Services

Water Fund ObjectivesWatershed investment reported co-

benefits
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• “Many of the global health problems we face today are all linked to 
the decline of biodiversity and ecosystems” ~ Dr. Maria Neira, WHO 

• <2% of assessments of human well-being outcomes of conservation 
address health (McKinnon et al. 2016)

What about human health?
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Green infrastructure as as 
“strategic health care partner”
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1. Green infrastructure as part of a systemic 
approach to clean water
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1. Green infrastructure as part of a systemic 
approach to clean water

Natura Bolivia, in Beyond the Source
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2. Green infrastructure and the fight 
against “hidden hunger”
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2. Green infrastructure and the fight 
against “hidden hunger”

2.6 billion people live in source watershed areas where >10% of 
micronutrient supply would be lost without pollination
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3. Green infrastructure boosts mental health
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Mahalo!

lbremer@hawaii.edu

https://global.nature.org/content/beyond-the-
source?src=r.global.beyondthesource
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Green infrastructure addresses multiple 
objectives 

Bennett and Ruef 2016, State of Investment in Watershed Services, 

Forest Trends/Ecosystem Marketplace

Bremer et al. 2016,  Ecosystem Services

Water Fund ObjectivesWatershed investment reported co-

benefits
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2. Green infrastructure and coastal fisheries

25% of coastal eutrophication areas linked to source watersheds 

with excess nitrogen
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