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2014:WWAP promotes a gender-transformative project on

water monitoring assessment and reporting

• the call for sex-disaggregated data was not only
coming from UNESCO DG but also from other UN
agencies and from the international development
community as a whole

• WWAP took this call as part of its mission:
providing tools for global water monitoring,
assessment and reporting

• In particular, the project aims at promoting the
political inclusion and participation of women
in water- related decision making and knowledge
production



THE PROJECT : PHASES, TESTING, OUTPUTS

PHASE I – ENDED
Production of the Toolkit for gender sensitive
water monitoring 
( 2014 – 2015)

PHASE II - Pilot projects in the field
( 2015- 2016)

PHASE III: Validation of results and Dissemination
(2016 – 2017)

PHASE IV: Capacity development
(from July 2017 )



The main output of PHASE I: the Toolkit on 
Gender Sensitive Water Monitoring Assessment 
and Reporting :

The Toolkit is composed of 4 tools:

1. a list of high-priority water indicators identified by the international expert group 
for which gender-disaggregated data is especially needed; (September 2014)

2. specific methodologies for collecting and assessing such data; (November 2014)

3. a set of guidelines for “in-the –field” data gathering with specific insights for
different world regions; (August 2015)

4. a questionnaire for practitioners on gender-disaggregated interviews and data
collection (August 2015)



WWAP TOOLKIT ON GENDER SENSITIVE WATER 

MONITORING ASSESSMENT AND REPORTING

1&2:Indicators& Methodology  3:Guidelines       4:Questionnaire



SEX-DISAGGREGATED WAER INDICATORS 

5 MAIN GROUPS/GRAND TOPICS

1) WATER GOVERNANCE
2) SAFE DRINKING WATER SANITATION AND HYGIENE
3) DECISION-MAKING AND KNOWLEDGE PRODUCTION
4) TRANSBOUNDARY WATER RESOURCE MANAGEMENT
5) WATER FOR INCOME GENERATION FOR INDUSTRIAL AND 

AGRICULTURAL USES, INCLUDING UNACCOUNTED FOR LABOUR



METHODOLOGY

1) FACT –FINDING ( official records, desk-based)
2) PARTICIPANT OBSERVER STUDIES OF GROUP/PUBLIC ACTIVITIES

( fieldwork)
3) INTRA-HOUSEHOLD SURVEYS ( fieldwork)

( no “head of household”technique)
4) SELF-ASSESSMENT
Particular aspects of methodology: 
- Anonymity for sensitive questions
- Use of mobile phones and big data  if possible (according to sample)
- Sex-separated interviews 



EXAMPLES OF INDICATORS

GOVERNANCE  one example
1.j. The presence and nature of gender-specific objectives and 
commitments (or gender strategy) in national and sector-level 
water policies.

TRANSBOUNDARY WATER RESOURCE MANAGEMENT ( example)
4.b The extent to which gender outcomes and gender-sensitive 
accountability indicators are included in M&E impact statements 
and benefit analyses of TB agreements and activities



EXAMPLES OF INDICATORS 

DECISION MAKING AT THE INTRA-HOUSEHOLD LEVEL
3.e  M/F expressed priorities of water use within the household

UNACCOUNTED FOR LABOUR IN AGRICULTURE
5.C Gendered division of labour related to irrigated farming 

ACCESS TO TRAINING AND SUPPORT SERVICES

5.g M/F access to support services for irrigation(training ,bank loans)



PRACTICAL EXAMPLES OF APPLICATION

• AMCOW ( African Council of Ministries of 
Water) endorsement 

• UNESCO IHP :assessment of transboundary
groundwater in Namibia, Botswana, South 
Africa, El Salvador, Guatemala, Uzbekistan ( see 
IHP GGRETA PROJECT) 



POST-2015 AGENDA AND SDGs 

FOR INFO: http://www.unesco.org/new/en/natural-sciences/environment/water/wwap/water-and-gender/

• UN WWAP UNESCO promote the use sex-disaggregated indicators 
in the monitoring framework of SDG n.6 on water and other 
Sustainable Development Goals related to Water and Gender ( also 
in line with  SDG 5).

• Via UNESCO channels

• Via UN-Water

• In the Open-platform until 4th of September

• UN WWAP UNESCO will provide position-paper on  SDG/gender 
monitoring  ( online these days)

http://www.unesco.org/new/en/natural-sciences/environment/water/wwap/water-and-gender/
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