
© SIWI | siwi.org

Presentation from

2016 World Water 

Week in Stockholm

www.worldwaterweek.org

© The authors, all rights reserved



The challenges of Groundwater Governance in a Transboundary Setting

Astrid Hillers and Christian Severin
GEF – International Waters 

Stockholm Water Week, 2016

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=management+of+ground+water&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=PAT96BrCE73JkM&tbnid=ytVyZpUjZllKyM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.lgean.org/water/groundwater.htm&ei=suhSUb3mOYfA0AH_8IGwDg&bvm=bv.44342787,d.dmQ&psig=AFQjCNFQUiI44k5c2ULRaDGEqNq79pcSrQ&ust=1364474346474425
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=management+of+ground+water&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=PAT96BrCE73JkM&tbnid=ytVyZpUjZllKyM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.lgean.org/water/groundwater.htm&ei=suhSUb3mOYfA0AH_8IGwDg&bvm=bv.44342787,d.dmQ&psig=AFQjCNFQUiI44k5c2ULRaDGEqNq79pcSrQ&ust=1364474346474425




• Global Diagnostic on 
Groundwater Governance:

Why & Where do we need to act?

• A Shared Global Vision for 2030:
What do we want to achieve?

• Global Framework for Action
How can we achieve the Global Vision? 

Groundwater Governance Project –
A Global Framework for Action



TWAP Groundwater



 Trust

 Capacity 

 Information 

 Historical Differences 

 Power Inequalities 

 Political Support

 Sovereignty concerns

Why cooperate in shared basins?



GEF support to governance and management 
of transboundary basins 

Process
TDA & SAP

Time scale 

Finance 
Understand the
Aquifer System

Exchange of 
experience: 



Sustainable Groundwater Use 
Nubian Aquifer

Nubian Aquifer - Chad, Egypt, Libya and Sudan establish a long-term
framework for utilizing a key underground water system – established a Joint 
Authority for the Nubian Aquifer System

http://iwlearn.net/iw-projects/2020/maps_graphics/Nubian%20Sandstone%20Aquifer%20System.kml/view

The Nubian Aquifer: Chad, Egypt, Libya and Sudan sign the Strategic Action Program September 18, 2013 



Sustainable Groundwater Use  - The 
Guarani Aquifer: Without 
preventative measures, uncontrolled 
pollution in its extraction and 
recharge areas could threaten the 
Guarani aquifer, (Argentina, Brazil, 
Paraguay, Uruguay) which contains 
sufficient water to supply 360 million 
people on a sustainable basis.

Reactive vs. proactive



Insert a slide on SIDSSmall Island Developing States (SIDS)
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Source: http://www.geftwap.org/publications/groundwater-spm



Thank you !
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